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Building philosophy" recalls „Réalisation de la philosophie“, a well-known "painting" by Guy Debord, 45 years later. While Debord claims the "praxis", a put in practice of situationist theories, the title of Bert Theis' show puts the accent back to the theory. "building philosophy" can be read in two ways: as “building the philosophy”, a necessary action due to the lack of a theory to be suitable for the contemporary cultural crisis,  or as “philosophy of building”, which refers to the construction of “philosophical” platforms, and other “open” structures such as the office for urban transformation “out” or “Isola Art Center”.

The show revolves around an original work, the “Gropius Drifters”, eight modules of various dimensions which retrieve on a reduced scale a plan designed in 1924 by Walter Gropius for a buildings compound which was never realized: the International Academy of Philosophy in Erlangen, Germany. Inside the gallery the modules are positioned in order to reproduce the exact proportions the “Bauhaus” architect designed, but their peculiarity is their possibility to be combined in many different ways, just like a tangram. These possibilities can be explored by the observer by manipulating a plastic model. The “Gropius Drifters” are part of a series of works realized in Luxembourg, Korea and France, which constitute a sort of “détournement” of modernist architects’ plans such as Pei, Frank Lloyd Wright or Le Corbusier.


The second centre of the exhibition is a series of ten photos and photomontages dedicated to the projects of the office for urban transformation “out” and “Isola Art Center”, two collective projects carried forward during the last seven years with the aim to build contemporary art interventions penetrating the urban fabric. 
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